Run your own Virtual Census Create-a-thon!

VIRTUAL
CREATE-A-THON
TOOLKIT

A resource from the Census Open Innovation Labs at the U.S. Census Bureau
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Host Your Own Census Virtual
‘ Create-a-Thon

Whether you’re a creative professional, a hard-to-count
community advocate, a student activist, or just fired up
about the Census, the following plan and resource library
will get you on your way to hosting a Virtual Create-a-thon
in your own community.

Questions? We’'re here to help!

Email us at census.accelerate@census.gov
or visit _accelerate.census.gov to learn more.
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INTRODUCTION

About Create-a-thons

WHAT IS A CENSUS CREATE-A-THON?

Many organizations leading 2020 Census outreach efforts have limited creative and/or
digital capacity. Yet, as trusted voices, it is vital that their outreach efforts be amplified
online to reach as many of their community members as possible. Census
Create-a-thons bring together creative talent (designers, copywriters, content
strategists, video-makers, etc.) with those organizations so that they can conduct more
effective digital outreach, with the ultimate goal of increasing self-response rates
among the hardest-to-count communities they serve.

WHY VIRTUAL?

The Census Open Innovation Labs piloted this model over the course of 2018 - 2020,

with events ranging from 2 - 5 informative and festive hours. Participants would dive into
targeted briefs from local advocacy organizations, connect with a diverse group of
talented people, and collaboratively generate digital media and compelling messages

that spread awareness about the 2020 Census.

Now, given our current public health environment, we’ve taken our Create-a-thon format

online. This guide will help you lead your event virtually.
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WHERE DOES ALL THE CONTENT LIVE?

Our partners at Rock the Vote and U.Group developed creativesforthecount.org, an

online repository where you can browse, filter by audience type, download, and add your

own Census content. We recommend checking it out to get inspired for your

Create-a-thon - and you might even find some content you want to use!

GALLERY

Check Out What We've Made So Far

Your Response Matters.

3 WAYS TO COMPLETE YOUR

GENEUSHIER -~

WITHOUT HUMAN
CONTACT

3 WAYS TO COMPLETE YOUR

CENSUS

NTTILET\YOUR RE: RUN
3 WAYS TO COMPLETE YOUR S v

COMPLETE YOUR

e =
AT HOME WITH
FAMILY

e EVERYONEQUARINTINED COUNTS (TAKE THE CENSUS NOW: 2020CENSUS GOV

CENSUS - -

WITH YOUR FAMILY

4 §



THE CENSUS HAPPENING NOW. SO WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL?

We know the importance of voting, civic engagement, the impacts it has on our nation.
But what about the Decennial Census? The count of United States population sets our
country’s trajectory for the next decade, determining congressional apportionment (the
number of seats each state gets in the House of Representatives), redistricting, and how
the allocation of more than $675 billion dollars is distributed annually to cities across the

nation.

Underserved racial and ethnic minorities, immigrants, LGBTQ people, people
experiencing homelessness, rural communities, people with low incomes, renters,
single-parent households, people with limited English proficiency, and young children are

overwhelmingly undercounted in the census. But you can help change that.




Want to host your own?

Awesome! Create-a-thons are being hosted by Census Bureau staff, advocacy groups,
community organizers, students, and the public.

Interested in hosting a Create-a-thon and need some support? If you haven’t already,
start by filling out this form to let our team know you’re interested. You can take this
toolkit and run with it, or reach out to us for extra support.

Alright, let’s get started!

PHASE 1:
SETTING OBJECTIVES & THE BASICS

Get inspired

Check out the bank of content generated from Create-a-thons hosted across the country.
Get familiar with the types of content created — from animated GIFs to social banners to
videos to comics — and all of the different messages that can motivate communities to
get out the count.

=+ Spend some time perusing https://www.creativesforthecount.org/
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